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We want a society in which 
refugees are welcome, 
respected and safe, and in 
which they can flourish and 
achieve their full potential.
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All of the programs outlined in this report have been made possible because of financial support from 
our sponsors. All our programs have been developed in consultation with refugees, ex-detainees, 
and asylum seekers, who came to our community forums. They expressed their needs frankly and 
openly; we responded with the programs that are detailed here. We owe a debt of gratitude to all the 
community members, RISE volunteers and the Australian public for supporting us.  

RISE -- Refugees Survivors and Ex-Detainees 
-- is a non-profit incorporated organisation that 
provides settlement assistance, arts and music 
programs and educational workshops for its 
members. Additionally, RISE engages in advocacy 
and research on behalf of refugee and asylum 
seeker communities. RISE is the first refugee and 
asylum seeker aid and advocacy organisation in 
Australia to be run largely by refugees, asylum 
seekers, and ex-detainees; as such, we view those 
who seek assistance from RISE as members and 
participants, not “clients”. 

What makes RISE unique is that all our projects 
are informed by the knowledge, experience and 
expertise that our members bring as refugees and 
migrants. Most of our volunteers have experienced 
first-hand the difficulties of settling in Australia and 
have in-depth knowledge of the political, legal, 
social, and community systems, processes and 
attitudes that prevail in Victoria.

This year, 95% of the work achieved by RISE 
was through the work of volunteers: 323 in total, 
93 % of whom come from a refugee or migrant 

background. RISE ran 17 portfolios this year, 
with over 200 participants in the Music and Arts 
program, over 300 accessing in Welfare assistance, 
and around 900 people who sought advocacy 
assistance (both from detention centres and new 
arrivals). Internationally, RISE served 300 people 
with advocacy and welfare assistance, including 
items such as books, dictionaries, clothes, CDs 
and DVDs.  

Throughout the year, RISE released 33 media 
statements, established four new programs and 
one extra advocacy portfolio. All of these projects 
were launched with a mandate to assist refugees 
and asylum seekers in Australia; they include 
IMR advocacy, ESL classes for community 
detainees, a food bank and the Cipher Project 
hip hop project. All were managed and run by 
volunteers, in line with RISE’s ethos of community 
involvement and volunteerism, which is central 
to what makes our organisation so successful. 
Additionally, RISE’s continuing campaigns for 
refugee and asylum seeker rights have further 
increased awareness and positive action from the 
Australian community.

Illustration: Person inside a detention  box -  Saad. The Refugee Art Project - www.therefugeeartproject.com



Firstly, I would like to acknowledge the traditional elders of this land, past and present. Secondly, 
I would like to convey my heartfelt respect for all refugees and asylum seekers who are in 
detention centres and interim refugee camps around the world.

It has been my pleasure to be involved with RISE for its second year. It has been an astonishing 
pleasure to see RISE grow, to become not only a unique organisation, but also one that recognises 
individuals and their strengths. RISE moved into a new, larger office and our advocacy, settlement 
assistance, and music and arts programs have all flourished in the past year. We launched five 
new projects, all of which created leadership opportunities for people from refugee backgrounds; 
additionally, we have increased partnerships between refugee communities and the wider 
Australian society. For me, the highlights from the past year have been the establishment of a 
food bank service and a drop-in centre for youth.

The past year has also seen difficulties for RISE, particularly in regards to our advocacy work. 
Refugees and asylum seekers, particularly boat people, continue to be politicised, demonized, 
and misinterpreted. These false perceptions—and their adverse consequences towards 
refugee and asylum seeker groups—is a primary reason why RISE exists. Our advocacy and 
community education teams work hard to redress unfair societal perceptions and to critique 
unjust government policies.

Despite receiving advice that our opinions are “too political” and that we shouldn’t criticise 
government policy, (and even have had our funding threatened because of this) I am immensely 
proud of the work that our advocacy team has achieved. At RISE, we refuse to compromise 
our values. We strongly believe that inequitable treatment of refugees needs to be addressed 
alongside our community development programs.

From refugee advocacy work at an international level, to local community work and capacity 
building in Australia, RISE has served an exceptional role in the refugee sector. I am very much 
thankful to the many people who contribute to RISE: the advisory committee, the board of 
directors, staff members and all the dedicated volunteers who have given their time, energy, and 
skills to RISE. My special thanks go to members of the ex-detainee community in Victoria who 
have been a unique role model for others and myself.

CEO MESSAGE
RAMESH FERNANDEZ  STATEMENT FROM THE 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE
BELINDA LO
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The second year for RISE has been as busy as its first year. RISE has been focussed on 
public advocacy to provide a specialist peer voice on refugee issues.  We are yet to live in 
times where our main political parties openly celebrate and acknowledge the contribution 
of our diverse refugee communities to Australian society. However when that time does 
finally arrive, RISE will be a leading example of courage and celebration.

This year has seen RISE expand its casework and advocacy services as well as attract many 
talented volunteers and staff. Whilst the political atmosphere has unfortunately remained 
unchanged its been a source of inspiration to witness the enthusiasm and commitment 
of the RISE members, staff and volunteers to bring the various refugee voices to the 
mainstream debates. 

This year has also seen much sadness for we lost members and clients in tragic 
circumstances, particularly as a result of poor conditions in the shame that poses as our 
immigration detention centres. Members of RISE know exactly what goes on in these 
centres as they have experienced “living” in them first hand. It is for this reason that RISE 
continues to advocate so strongly against their existence. 

The organisation has been ably led by Ramesh and the directors in its public advocacy, 
projects and artistic activities. It is constantly responding and proactively working to give 
voice to those who the main political parties would like to silence. I am very proud to sit on 
the Advisory committee for 2010/2011 and look forward to working with the committee to 
secure core funding in the long term.



RISE PROJECTS PORTFOLIOS
RISE creates innovative and tailored projects to 
address the various barriers faced by refugees. 
All our services are informed by the knowledge, 
experience and expertise we collectively bring as 
refugees. They are also constructed after extensive 
community engagement and due diligence. 

There are three main portfolio and sub-categories:

- Governmental Advocacy
- Media Advocacy 
- Community Education
- Research & Publication
- Detention works
- Legal assistance    

- Festival/Events
- Cipher Project
- Music workshops 
- Poetry 
- Exhibitions 

- Access to welfare support 
- Housing 
- Employment
- Educations  
- Legal Advocacy
- Driving Project 

ADVOCACY
SETTLEMENT
ASSISTANCE

MUSIC 
&
ARTS

The RISE projects were designed to improve 
on and extend the services provided by existing 
community welfare organisations. They were 
developed, managed and run predominantly by 
people from refugee backgrounds. 

RISE volunteers have contributed 
9,769 hours without any COST to 
all projects. 



ADVOCACY

COMMUNITY EDUCATION

ADVOCACY IN DETENTION CENTRES The RISE advocacy portfolio seeks to promote social change by engaging with various bodies, to 
advocate for refugee rights, educate the community, advance appropriate refugee policies, and to 
encourage balanced and accurate media coverage of refugee issues.  The aim of the advocacy team is to 
generate positive political and social change in respect to attitudes and policies impacting refugees.

RISE’s community education workshops have been 
an excellent tool to educate the public about issues 
faced by refugees and asylum seekers. We have 
run educational workshops for universities, TAFEs, 
community groups, and refugee organisations 
alike. This year, RISE ran workshops for a cohort 
of visiting American university students on 
Australian detention policy. A similar presentation 
was given to a gathering of local student leaders in 
Melbourne. Our workshops utilised the perspective 
of refugees to provide accurate information and 
to dispel myths that the public may have received 
through the mainstream media. The information 
that attendees received also enabled them to 
disseminate accurate information regarding asylum 
seekers and mandatory detention amongst their 
own networks.

A fundamentally vital, and arguably more 
important, role that our community education 
workshops play is in providing refugee and asylum 
seeker communities with alternative educational 
events and activities. For the last two years, 
we have provided sexual health workshops to 
TAFE students from refugee and asylum seeker 
backgrounds. These workshops were hugely 

The “offshore” immigration detention process, 
as it was conceptualised and implemented up 
until last year, was designed as an executive 
process of administrative detention completely in 
isolation of the protections of the Migration Act 
1958. Though the ALP government purported to 
“improve upon” the offshore process—by offering 
detainees government-funded legal assistance, 
a tiered refugee determination procedure, and 
Commonwealth ombudsman oversight into 
detention—the offshore process continued to 
operate as nothing other than a deterrent and 
control valve against any those who travel to 
Australia by boat. 

In November 2010, the High Court of Australia 
in Plaintiff M61/2010E v Commonwealth of 
Australia held that it was nonsense to pretend that 
offshore detainees were not being detained for 
“migration purposes”, and accordingly held that all 
offshore entrants should have access to onshore 
courts, to appeal against adverse refugee status 
assessments. 

In practical terms this means that, following M61, 
people who are detained under the offshore system 
have the right to appeal their adverse decisions to 
the Federal Magistrates Court.

successful with a curriculum including: basic 
anatomy lessons; discussions about gender 
in Australia; deconstruction of imagery used in 
Australian media, as well as discussions about 
the legal system as it pertains to sex and sexuality 
in Victoria and Australia. Guest speakers included 
lawyers and medical professionals who helped in 
facilitating the workshops. We also ran capacity-
building workshops for members of established 
communities with refugee and asylum seeker 
backgrounds, to provide them with the tools for 
ethical and practical advocacy on behalf of those 
in detention.

In the latter half of 2011, RISE also began to 
draft a proposal for a two-year project entitled 
“Resisting Racism in Victoria.” The project is in the 
early stages of development but will incorporate 
workshops, conferences, and a resource library.

2011 has proven to be a challenging yet rewarding 
year for community education at RISE – in the 
face of increasingly hostile local and international 
attitudes towards refugees and asylum seekers, 
we have managed to get our voices heard and to 
engage others in a variety of productive ways. 

The difficulty has been that the government-
funded migration services offered to detainees 
extend only to the refugee assessment stage, 
and do not extend to assisting people to apply to 
court. As at the start of the year, there was no-one 
to do this work, and yet there were thousands 
of people detained offshore who held (as yet 
unrealised) rights of appeal. 

RISE has worked with partner organisations 
across Australia, including Victoria Legal Aid, 
to identify detainees with adverse Independent 
Merits Review decisions on their refugee status 
assessment, and ensure that these people were 
assisted to file in the Federal Magistrates Court. 

From July 2011 onwards, RISE has conducted a 
series of volunteer training sessions, to develop 
a team of volunteers skilled in working with 
detainees and assisting them as they complete 
documents appealing their court decisions. RISE 
has identified a crucial absence of work being done 
for detainees, and acted quickly and responsibly 
with its volunteer base to fill that need, adding 
offshore judicial review to its suite of advocacy 
work for detainees. 

We speak over 
20 languages.

MEDIA  
The RISE media advocacy team seeks to increase 
balanced and accurate media coverage of refugee 
and asylum migration matters in Australia. This is 
primarily done through issuing media releases, 
developing good local links with journalists, 
and providing accurate, objective, and timely 
information on refugee issues. 

This year, RISE has released 33 media releases that 
mostly were related to anti-refugee perceptions 
that are currently rampant in the public arena. 
We spoke out against mandatory dentition, 
unfair policies, and overseas refugee deals, with 
the ultimate aim of protecting refugee rights in 
Australia. Our media releases and opinion pieces 
were picked up by national and international 
media agencies and RISE was often sought for 
opinions on topical issues and invited for panel 
discussions. 



ADVOCACY RESEARCH & PUBLICATION
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PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE
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Some of RISE’s members have received, or are 
likely to receive in the near future, negative security 
assessments from ASIO.  By the end of 2010, we 
were aware of about 14 members recognised as 
refugees by Australia who were given adverse 
assessments, but just six months later this number 
went up to over 40 cases and continues to increase 
on a weekly or fortnightly basis.  The number of 
detained refugees still waiting for their security 
clearance assessment has also increased.

One of the Public Interest Criteria that must be 

In February of this year, RISE put forward a 
submission in response to the annual review 
of the administration, expenditure and financial 
circumstances of ASIO (among other government 
intelligence agencies) conducted by the 
Parliamentary Joint Committee on Intelligence and 
Security (“PJCIS”). RISE’s submission is available 
here: <http://www.aph.gov.au/house/committee/
pjcis/ adminexp9/subs.htm.

In the submission, primary concerns outlined by 
the advocacy team included:

The length of time it takes ASIO to advise •	
DIAC of refugee security assessments, despite 
ASIO’s increasing budget;

ASIO’s refusal to disclose the reasons (or even •	
the non-statutory criteria) involved in making 
the security assessments.

The participatory model of advocacy is essential 
to ensure that capacity is built within the refugee 
community to create real empowerment. However, it is 
a painstaking process. Because of the many challenges 
that arise from the current political and social climate 
in Australia, these create further marginalisation and 
discrimination.  

Those who have worked in the advocacy team at 
RISE have experienced the unique challenge of 
not just responding to short term advocacy needs 
but also building the foundations of a long-term 
sustainable advocacy framework for refugee rights in 
our community. We have done this from scratch, with 
minimum overheads due to limited funding.   We at RISE 
are determined to confront these challenges because 
we are committed to investing in the future of our own 
community without compromising our integrity.

Currently, the biggest challenge for us is advocating for 
asylum seekers and refugees who are held within the 
re-expanding, costly and non-transparent offshore and 
onshore immigration detention network. As we moved 
into our second year, the demands for assistance from 
our small team have increased, and this year, at least 
80 asylum seekers and refugees detained indefinitely in 
remote and mainland detention centres within Australia 
have contacted us to seek advice and assistance.  
Outside Australia, we still continue to monitor the 
situation of the refugees whose boat was intercepted in 
2009 by the Indonesian Navy under the behest of then 
Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd, and taken to the 
port of Merak.  After waiting for over a year, more than 
150 of the Merak refugees have been re-processed by 
UNHCR Indonesia and only recently released from the 
Australian-funded Tanjung Penang detention centre in 
Indonesia.

Foundation building continued this year, with the 
completion of the first draft of a detention tool kit for 
volunteers in our organisation.  RISE also ran workshops 
for volunteers from our own organisation as well as other 
community organisations, as preparation for informal 
visits to immigration detention centres in Melbourne.

satisfied by an applicant for a permanent visa 
is that the “applicant is not assessed by the 
Australian Security Intelligence Organisation to 
be directly or indirectly at risk to security…” So 
if the Department of Immigration and Citizenship 
(DIAC) finds someone to be a genuine refugee, 
but ASIO determines that person to be a risk 
to security, then that person will not be eligible 
under Australian migration law for a grant of a 
permanent visa to remain in Australia. Unless a 
third country accepts them, the person could 
remain in detention indefinitely.

RISE was called to give evidence before the 
PJCIS. RISE affiliate and refugee activist, Dr Bala 
Vigneswaran, gave evidence. The PJCIS’s report 
is not yet available.

Other adverse security assessment work RISE is 
involved in:
The non-accountable, non-transparent security 
assessment system causes additional hurdles to 
achieving a just outcome for refugees in Australia. 
The RISE advocacy team continues to monitor 
the conditions in which individual detainees are 
being held; raises awareness of their unique 
and difficult situation; helps liaise with their legal 
representatives, as well as governmental and 
non-governmental organisations at the national 
and international level. Welfare work that we 
undertake for all detainees also applies to this 
group of detainees.  

In order to provide a durable solution for current and 
future members placed in immigration detention, our 
team has also spent time mapping the overall needs 
and identified issues that have arisen from cases we 
deal with on a daily basis. We have also drawn upon 
the personal experiences of those volunteering with 
us.
  
The core area of advocacy for refugees and asylum 
seekers, in or outside detention centres, continues to 
be the processing of visas.  Out of this, we identified 
two key areas that needed to be addressed urgently.  
They were:

(i) An exponential demand for judicial reviews of cases 
rejected after IMR (Independent Merits Review);

(ii) The increasing numbers of refugees with rejected 
security clearances.  

Further examples of welfare assistance provided for 
detainees include:

Linking detainees with local cultural and religious •	
groups;
Phone cards in emergency situations to call •	
relatives or receive advocacy assistance. Phones 
are a lifeline for refugees and asylum seekers held 
inside the walls of a detention centre; they have 
limited access to computers or other means of 
communication to the outside world. Assistance 
with communication not only decreases their 
social isolation but helps them with their visa 
applications.
Bilingual dictionaries. RISE has started a project, •	
thanks to some seed funding, to purchase bilingual 
dictionaries to assist detainees as they learn English. 
This has helped to reduce significant barriers faced 
by those placed in Australia’s mandatory and 
indefinite detention system, when resettling in local 
communities.
English classes. Also organising recreational •	
activities that included a zoo trip for those in 
community detention.
Bicycles to improve mobility for those in community •	
detention. 

At RISE,
I represent myself. 
– Gilius Kogoya. 

SUBMISSION TO PARLIAMENTARY ENQUIRY
Our submission made to the Joint Select 
Committee on Australia’s Immigration Detention 
Network summarises some of the key findings 
that have arisen from RISE’s detention advocacy 

work.  An interim report of findings made by this 
committee was released in October 2011 and the 
committee has made a request for an extension 
to report on its findings in March 2012.



SETTLEMENT ASSISTANCE

HOUSING 

RISE settlement services offers help to asylum seekers and refugees in addressing their critical needs, 
such as housing, employment, education and access to welfare services. We have found these areas 
to be of particularly high importance, as refugees and asylum seekers are often discriminated members 
of our community who fall between cracks of the settlement process. RISE involvement across these 
areas is mainly as a “go-between”: advocating and facilitating migrant needs with relevant Governmental 
departments and our NGO partners. This year we have supported over 300 RISE members with 
settlement assistance in areas including education, health, accommodation and employment. Over 80 
volunteers help in this area, including site visits in Altona, Dandenong and West Melbourne.   

RISE housing services have been very successful 
in providing fast accommodation options to 
its members. In the past year alone, RISE has 
helped more than 40 members and their families 
in finding suitable accommodation, in the form 
of crisis accommodation, community housing, 
as well as private rentals. RISE continuously 
strives to improve the housing situation for its 
members and has joined forces with other housing 
organisations, such as HomeGround Services, to 
provide appropriate training and support to RISE 

staff. With this increased capacity, RISE hopes to 
help even more members to find affordable, safe 
and long-term housing in the future.
In addition to finding appropriate accommodation 
for its members, RISE is devoted to fighting for 
the rights of refugees when it comes to access 
public housing. Many of the RISE members have 
been previously rejected for Public Housing with 
no valid reason given. RISE has therefore taken 
on the task of contacting various Government 
organisations on behalf of members.

EMPLOYMENT 
RISE is concerned that too many refugees and 
asylum seekers are on an endless round of training 
courses that rarely lead to employment. To help with 
this, RISE sought to intervene in this process and 
helps create pathways that do lead to employment. 
RISE conducted employment workshops and 
weekly resume-writing clinics for newly arrived 
refugees and asylum seekers. These programs 
not only focused on skills development, but also 
provided assistance in finding employment.

The workshops were set up to balance the short 
and long-term needs of refugees. While there are 
a number of organisations dedicated to assisting 
refugees find jobs, RISE aims to complement 

these services through providing personalised 
mentoring, targeted specifically at refugee youths 
and adults.  

At the workshops, we provided orientation tours 
around the CBD and inner city suburbs by public 
transport. Information on career guidance was 
also provided, such as different study options, 
vocational courses, pathways, resume and 
application writing, learning how to utilise various 
job-seeking resources (including newspapers and 
the internet), and providing feedback on CVs.

FOOD BANK 

EDUCATION
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE
Knowing how to communicate in the English 
language is an integral part of Australian life. Many 
asylum seekers and refugees arrive in Australia 
without adequate English language skills and 
struggle to integrate into society because of it. In 
particular, they find it difficult to access employment 
or create social links beyond their immediate 
linguistic community. Additionally, many lack the 
financial ability to invest in their language skills.

In 2011, RISE launched its English as a Second 
Language (ESL) program for asylum seekers and 
refugees, held every Sunday at the RISE Hub.  
The programme was created after feedback from 
the refugee community revealed there is a lack of 
affordable, accessible, and appropriate English 
programmes available. RISE, in consultation with 
experienced ESL teachers, designed a course to 
not only improve students’ English skills, but also 
to develop their analytical and communication 
skills. 

RISE established a food bank in early 2001, with 
sponsorship from SecondBite. 

This service provides free dry food, fruit and 
vegetables, available two days a week from the 
RISE Hub, for people in community detention and 
whose visa conditions exclude them from social 
services provided by the government. Furthermore, 
anyone can come into the RISE Hub for a coffee 
and to socialise. 

Classes are small and interactive, taught by 
professional and qualified ESL teachers, and 
make use of the resources and technology found 
in the RISE Hub. RISE has also lent computers and 
laptops to some students, so they can continue 
learning from home. Over 100 participants have 
enrolled in the course, many of whom are in 
community detention and cannot access English 
education elsewhere.

In September 2011, the RISE ESL program 
organised a field trip for students and their families 
to visit the Melbourne Zoo.  This gave students an 
opportunity to use their English language skills in 
a different scenario; also it was an enjoyable social 
outing for members. In total, 30 adults and 34 
children were provided lunch and a guided tour, 
many of whom had never been to a zoo before. 
Given the success of the trip, RISE intends to plan 
more family-orientated educational excursions in 
2012.

By giving people food and support when they 
need it most, the RISE food bank encourages 
members to have healthier, more nutritious diets, 
reduce hunger, and ameliorate poverty among 
refugees and asylum seekers.
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DRIVING
RISE ran a free driving project for refugees to 
assist them in both the educational and practical 
elements of driving; we enable participants to get 
their L and P permits. The primary aim was to 
assist refugees to become safe drivers and to have 
better understanding of Australian road rules. The 
program involved pre-driver training, road safety 
workshops and practical driving. 

The RISE driving project was designed to not only 
encourage refugee participation in driving, but also 
to empower individuals to take ownership over 
important aspects over their lives. The project has 
additional positive effects for participants, many of 
whom are young refugees, such as giving them 
extra confidence, greater mobility, and the ability 
to access education, employment, and social 
events. RISE saw a decrease in unemployment 
among participants as well as increased leadership 
capacities within refugee communities due to 
volunteer roles within this project.

Classes delivered in three main locations: 
Dandenong, Altona, and Melbourne CBD (and 
their respective surrounding suburbs). Professional 
instructors conducted the lessons; they taught 
skills for safe driving and minimising risk. The 
project was created in 2010 and repeated this year 
due to its success. This year, over 230 applicants 
showed their interest and after a long assessment 
process, 50 participants were selected, due to 
financial constrictions. 

The uniqueness and practicality of the RISE 
driving model has served as an example for other 
organisations and driving schools who wish to 
achieve similar objectives.

“RISE offered me free driving lessons and I passed the 
driving test after having six lessons. I never thought I would 
ever have an Australian driving licence, but I do now. After 
gaining my licence and I found a job and bring my family 
from overseas. We need more driving projects like RISE to 
help refugees in Australia”
—Assan.   



HIP HOP DANCE FOR YOUNG WOMEN

HUB AND RECREATION

Anecdotally, RISE is aware that many young 
women from refugee backgrounds experience 
discrimination due to their race, religion and/or 
physical appearance. This, combined with factors 
caused by the refugee experience (such as being 
uprooted and fleeing persecution) cause many 
young women to become extremely isolated and 
disengaged with the broader Australian society. 
RISE offered female-only hip hop dance classes 
in the South-East suburbs of Melbourne. It was 
an opportunity to attend free dances, to express 
their identities via dance, and to discuss their 
experiences with their peers. Qualified dance 
instructors ran the hip hop dance workshops 
to a group of about 20 young women – mostly 
teenagers, all from refugee backgrounds. 

The RISE drop-in centre for both youth and adults 
in the community provides social opportunities 
for newly arrived migrants and refugees to meet 
and create social networks of support through art 
and recreational activities. At the Hub, members 
have access to the Internet, educational materials, 
and the RISE library; they are able to participate in 
organised recreational activities.

The project created a safe and supportive space in 
which participants felt comfortable to interact with 
other young women from similar backgrounds. 
Due to religious and cultural reasons, some 
women feel more comfortable partaking in single-
sex recreational activities, and this dance program 
catered for this need in the community.
In addition to introducing participants to the fun of 
hip hop dancing, this project facilitated pathways 
for young isolated female members of refugee 
communities to engage with the wider Australian 
society. It also helped to develop self-esteem 
and confidence among the young women, many 
of whom felt they had lost focus and direction 
through their struggles in the settlement process.

The Hub offers arts activities, such as music, 
drama and visual arts. These focus on broad 
themes which allow participants the opportunity 
to explore creative outlets (including poetry and 
creative writing) as well as to celebrate and share 
their cultures. 
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“I was privileged to be 
part of the dancing 
project and I loved every 
aspect of it”
Daniela Umbalo. 

MUSIC & ARTS

RISE POETRY WORKSHOPS

The main goals of RISE’s music and arts projects are to reduce social isolation within the refugee 
community and, through artistic expression, to help young people re-engage into wider society.  
Furthermore, our music and arts projects act as medium for us to interact with that wider community 
through events and festivals, enabling us to showcase the various talents and cultural assets that the 
refugee community possesses.  

RISE ran a series of poetry workshops on for 
students at the RISE studio. These workshops 
aimed to illustrate how poetry could be symbolic 
of an individual’s emotional stance. Most of the 
participants were facing, or had faced, various 
life struggles, and these workshops allowed them 
express their feelings and share their stories to 
the public. In this particular way, RISE sought to 
encourage and empower refugee and asylum 
seekers, not only through poetry but also by 
encouraging active participation within their own 
communities.

The workshops were friendly, inspiring, and fun and 
were run by professional artists, many of whom 

were refugees themselves. The poetry workshop 
offered a wide range of creative writing activities 
for participants and revealed the wisdom accrued 
through writing.

At the conclusion of the project, RISE produced 
a Booklet, 40 Hands, which is a collection of 40 
refugee/asylum seeker stories by as many authors. 
This compilation expresses refugee stories as told 
in their own words and images. People from diverse 
backgrounds were able to express their stories 
to the wider Australian society. The workshops 
culminated with a public performance of poetry 
and spoken word, at which both teachers and 
students performed as equals. 

The poetry project was a wonderful experience. In particular the 
facilitators created an inviting space that allowed all participants to 
explore and develop their own poetic voices. The accepting and 
supportive atmosphere gave me the strength and assurance to 
share my poetry with the group and wider community. During the 
program we felt like fellow peers with the mentors and the dynamics 
of the sessions were very fluid with both facilitators and participants 
exchanging roles, ideas and having equal input. One of the greatest 
things to come out of the project was the friendships that formed. I 
believe that the momentum created by this supportive community 
of artist will continue to carry on long after this project and I am very 
thankful to RISE for creating this opportunity. 
- Sara Mussa



RISE MUSIC AND ARTS FESTIVAL 2011
RISE held its second Annual Music and Arts Festival 
on October 15th, 2011 at 2pm at the Main Square 
of Federation Square, Melbourne. The event 
showcased a variety of refugee and indigenous 
talents, including traditional West Papuan music, 
Indian percussions, Indonesian gamelan, global 
hip hop, fashion, and dancing. 

Through this event, RISE aims to not only 
promote greater participation in the arts within 
refugees, but also to increase awareness of the 
vast experiences and cultural assets that refugee 
communities possess to a wider audience; in 
other words, to celebrate cultural diversity within 
the Victorian community more broadly. 
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“The RISE Music and Arts Festival, in my eyes, was a complete 
success! I was so impressed and thrilled by the organisation giving 
Melbourne a first-class festival. It was also a great privilege for my 
hip hop group, Soul Fortune, to be given the opportunity to perform 
at this fantastic event. All the performers gave their hearts out to 
entertain the crowd with acts of dance, singing, rap and other sorts 
of Art. Although rain had started to pour halfway during the event, it 
didn’t stop the crowd from being entertained. 

“The RISE organisation has a great meaning behind it and I think the 
message came across to all the spectators as each performance 
went on. Talent was glittering on every part of the stage, from starting 
off with Robert Champion to ending the night with Radical Son. Just 
talking to all the stars was a great accomplishment for me, but actually 
performing in front of them had exceeded any achievement. This 
Festival was possibly one of my most memorable moments in my life; 
it will always have a place in my heart. I’d also hope to be a part of 
the RISE family for next year and rock the stage once more.” 

- Eyob Fuffi. 

To the members of Rise (Refugee Survivors & Ex-detainees) 
 
Report on the financial report
  
We have audited the accompanying financial report of RISE, which comprises the statement of 
financial position as at 30 June 2011, and the statement of comprehensive income for the year then 
ended, statement of changes in equity / statement of recognised income and expenses and cash flow 
statement for the year then ended, notes comprising a summary of significant accounting policies and 
other explanatory information and the committee assertion statement. 

The Committee’s responsibility for the financial report  
The Directors of RISE are responsible for the preparation of the financial report, and have determined 
that the basis of preparation described in Note 1 to the financial report is appropriate to meet the 
requirements of the constitution and the needs of the members. The Committee responsibility also 
includes such internal control as the committee determine is necessary to enable the preparation of a 
financial report that is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 
  
Auditor’s responsibility  
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the financial report based on our audit. We have 
conducted our audit in accordance with Australian auditing standards. Those auditing standards 
require that we comply with relevant ethical requirements relating to audit engagements and plan and 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance that the financial report is free from material 
misstatement.  
 
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures 
in the financial report. The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgement, including the 
assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial report, whether due to fraud or error. 
In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the entity’s 
preparation of the financial report that presents fairly in order to design audit procedures that are 
appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the 
effectiveness of the entity’s internal control. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of 
the accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates made by the committee 
as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial report.  
 
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis 
for our audit opinion.  
 
Independence  
In conducting our audit, we have complied with the independence requirements of the Australian 
professional accounting bodies. 
 
Opinion  
In our opinion, the financial report of RISE presents fairly, in all material respects of the RISE 
association’s financial position as at 30 June 2011, and of its financial performance and its cash flows 
for the year then ended on that date and complies with Australian accounting standards to the extent 
described in Note 1. 
 
 Pablo Loriente - Certified Practising Accountant  
Walker Partners (Aust) Pty Ltd 
 Dated this  21st  day of October 2011

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 
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RISE FAMILY TREE

SUPPORT RISE

Advisory Committee:- Belinda Lo, Aamer Rahman, Patrick Marks, Sanmati Verma 

Program Managers:- Deen Mhommed, Jayani Nadarajalingam, Madhuni Kumarakulasinghe, Mera 
Sivanesan, Ramesh Fernandez, Senthil Lingaratnam, Waleed Mussa 

Project Coordinators:-  Rano Sangwan, Arlene Francia, Daniela Umbalo, Diirshe Abdallah, Dominic 
Golding, Feriyal Glaid, Gulius Kogoya, John Deng, Mostafa Haroun, Patrick Marks, Rachael Bongior-
no, Sally Saadeldin, Sanmati Verma, Shiyavanthi Johnpillai, Varuni Murugadasan

Editors:- Liz Thompson, Murisa Hasanovic, Nasseem Alzaidy, Natalia Costa, Rohullah Rahimi
Ross Campbell 

Accountants:- Mathavan Parameswaran

Technology and Marketing:-  Jega Sivanesan, Patrick Donelan, Rakesh Rachamalla  

Artworks:- Lauren Zarina Thomas, The Refugee Art Project – Artists 

Designers:- Aamer Rahman, Bree Hankinson

Artists: - Candice Monique, Candy Bowers, Culture Connect, Fear of a brown planet, Pataphysics 
Radical Son, Robert Champion, Academy of Indian Music

RISE is a tax-deductible organization and your financial support helps us to enable refugees to build 
new lives in Australia in which they can flourish and achieve their fullest potential. We operate within 
some areas that are grossly underserviced. To respond to this need, we need your financial support.

Your donation will assist our dedicated volunteers to provide services directly to refugee and asylum 
seekers’ children, adults and entire families. We encourage you to get involved with our organisation 
and if you believe in community development and the power of people, then you understand the way 
we work. You understand how lives can be enriched and you know how they can be changed for the 
better. With your help, we can build a better and stronger future for all.

RISE (Refugees, Survivors and Ex-Detainees) 
247 Flinders Lane
Melbourne, Victoria 3000
ABN:- 83 916 539 886

Visit: www.riserefugee.org 
Phone: (03)  9639  8623
Fax: (03) 9650 3689

• 9Gates - Music Production
• Al Ghazali Center – Activity Sponsors
• ANZ trustees - RISE Festival 
• Australian Muslim Women’s Centre for Human Rights – ESL classes 
• City Of Melbourne - Poetry Workshops   
• Fear Of A Brown Planet – Event Sponsors
• Federation Square – Festival Sponsors
• Fitzroy Legal Service - Legal Advice
• Food Bank – SecondBite 
• Mercy Foundation - Dictionary Project 
• Radical Son - Festival Sponsors
• Re-Ross Trust - Resisting Racism  
• RISE Advisory Committee - Governance 
• Scanlon Foundation - Driving Program 
• Shifa Driving School - Driving Program 
• Social Studio - Community consultations and outreach youth project  
• The City of Melbourne - Driving and Music Program
• Victoria Legal Aid – Case Works 
• Victorian Multicultural Commission - Music Program and Administration

WE ARE THANKFUL TO ALL OUR 
SPONSORS WHO HAVE GENEROUSLY 
SPONSORED THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMS.
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MIGRATION
BY TAHMINEH JAFARI
I am beginning the journey of migration
Do not ask my heart about its state
I leave nothing behind but my mother’s chilling sigh
She tells me she has placed me in the protection of God
I swear on my son’s beautiful gaze that my patience is running out
I run from my mother’s tears, the sight of which hurts me
This internal pain is not from worldly problems
It is from the separation from my land
With weary heart and tired eyes, how can I recite poetry
Nothing soothes like my homeland
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247 Flinders Lane
Melbourne, Victoria 3000
ABN:- 83 916 539 886

Phone (03)  9639  8623
Fax (03) 9650 3689


